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Statement on the Tourist Boat Tragedy in Hot Springs, Arkansas
May 3, 1999

Hillary and I were heartbroken to hear this
weekend of the 13 people killed when a tourist
boat sank in my hometown of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas. I know Lake Hamilton well, and I am
terribly saddened that this beautiful lake has
become the site of such a tragedy. I commend
all those Hot Springs residents who worked cou-

rageously to save lives in the moments after
the sinking. Hillary and I send our thoughts,
prayers, and deepest sympathies to all those
families mourning their loved ones. As it is writ-
ten in the Bible, God ‘‘will not in any way
fail you, nor give you up, nor leave you without
support.’’

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
May 3, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to sig-

nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia that was declared in Executive Order 12978
of October 21, 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 3, 1999.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Sudan
May 3, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to

Sudan that was declared in Executive Order
13067 of November 3, 1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 3, 1999.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan
May 3, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, Prime Minister and
Mrs. Obuchi, members of the Japanese delega-
tion, and all our distinguished guests. It’s a great
pleasure for Hillary and for me to return the

hospitality that the Prime Minister extended to
me when I visited Japan last November.

In 1963, as a high school student, I first came
to this house. There I heard President Kennedy
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challenge a group of us to make the world a
better place. A year earlier a young Japanese
graduate student walked straight into the office
of Attorney General Robert Kennedy and asked
for a meeting. He left a letter saying he was
deeply impressed by a speech Kennedy had
given at Waseda University.

Keizo Obuchi apparently made his own im-
pression, because a week later he got his meet-
ing with Robert Kennedy. He has said often
since then that that meeting helped kindle with-
in him a desire for public service. I understand,
Mr. Prime Minister, that the Attorney General’s
graciousness also impressed you. We see it today
reflected in your own decency and generosity.

I treasure the bonsai tree you gave me last
year, a tree you tended yourself. I was honored
when you presented me with sake that came
from His Majesty, the Emperor. And you were
kind enough to write this warning: Be careful,
because overall, sake will result in dancing and
singing. [Laughter]

Well, many people were dancing and singing,
with or without sake, when this year the young
Japanese filmmaker Keiko Ibi won an Academy
Award for her film on the lives of elderly New
Yorkers. Her acceptance speech pointed to the
possibilities for understanding and friendship be-
tween people of different cultures.

That spirit is more important than ever today,
as the world community works to end the ethnic
and religious cleansing in Kosovo. I am grateful
to Japan for supporting NATO’s efforts and for

its aid to refugees in frontline states—part of
Japan’s broader commitment to relieve human
suffering and support peace and freedom around
the world. You have helped survivors of Central
America’s hurricanes, supported the peace proc-
ess in the Middle East, promoted democracy
in Indonesia and stability on the Korean Penin-
sula. Ratifying the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,
fighting deadly disease in Africa, protecting en-
dangered forests and oceans—Japan truly is a
world leader for all that is best in humanity.

The whole world looks to Japan—and to you,
Mr. Prime Minister—for that kind of leadership.
And we are pulling for you and working with
you for economic policies to lift the lives of
Japan’s citizens, as well as the people in your
region.

We share the same dreams for a better future.
We are united in an alliance of fundamental
importance to peace and freedom. As I said
to you in Tokyo, all is possible when our coun-
tries join hands.

I ask all of you to join me in a toast to
the Prime Minister, to Mrs. Obuchi, and to the
people of Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. in a pavil-
ion on the South Lawn at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Obuchi’s wife, Chizuko; and Emperor Akihito of
Japan. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Prime Minister Obuchi.

Remarks Announcing the Financial Privacy and Consumer Protection
Initiative
May 4, 1999

Thank you very much, Mari. I just wish we
could have found someone with a little energy
to make this presentation. [Laughter]

Hillary and I are really delighted to have all
of you here and delighted to be a part of this
announcement today, because it’s so important.
And I would like to say a special word of appre-
ciation to Secretary Rubin. You know, most peo-
ple think of the Treasury Secretary as someone
who’s out there trying to keep the economy
going, and he’s done a reasonable job of that,
I think. [Laughter] And they think of Bob Rubin

as this sort of big Wall Street-type brilliant per-
son.

But one of the reasons that I wanted him
to come and work here is that he actually under-
stands how big economic decisions affect indi-
vidual people at all levels of income and all
different circumstances in life. And I think it’s
a good thing for a country to have a Treasury
Secretary that understands the big issues and
then cares about how they impact individual citi-
zens. And I’m very grateful for that.
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